Building on the Past

FAITHFUL

for the

Future

PROPOSED NEW PRESCHOOL ENTRY
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O

ver the last several years, we have been praying and seeking God’s direction
for our next steps with regards to our ministries and facilities. God has blessed

us abundantly but has continued to say “not yet” with regard to a major capital construction
project. This answer has been tiring, but it also has been amazingly helpful as we continue to
refine our understanding of God’s calling.
Such a time is NOW! Cross’ school, children and youth ministries have continued to grow
over the years. While COVID caused a brief setback, God is once again expanding the impact
and reach of the Good News through the ministries of Cross. Our rooms are full and we
are out of space. 350 students are currently enrolled and 1 15 of them are in our preschool.
The present and future are bright.
Cross is a place of refuge and hope for many who find themselves hurting and lost in
our current societal climate. Our government is increasing its control over education and
curriculum standards, which squeezes out biblical truth of sex, gender, marriage, creation
and even truth.
For the past 140 years, disciples at Cross have responded to Gods' call to be beacons of light
and hope in a dark or difficult time in the world. That time is NOW! This spring we will break
ground on a new facility. Each of us will need to do our part to accomplish this inspiring goal.
Any new pledge will be added to the 2 million dollars that have already been received.
All new pledges will be utilized to reach the goal of the 6 million dollars needed to complete
these projects over the next two years.
The time is NOW! God has brought you here, at this time, for His Kingdom's greater
purposes. Will you prayerfully join the Family of Faith at Cross as we seek to accomplish His
purposes together? Every one of us has a part. Seek God’s direction to determine what part
He has for you! It will be challenging, but it will also be exciting.
Thank you for letting God lead you and allowing me to lead through you.
In Christ,
Rev. Erik A. Gauss
Senior Pastor
Cross Lutheran Church and School
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1881

Original church was built
(also served as a school)

1896

New church building was
constructed (current youth center)

1931

New school building constructed

Church building extensively
remodeled

1948

Where
We Have
Gone
Together

19671968

1980

Large addition of classrooms
added to the south side of school

1991

Dedication of current sanctuary

1999

2005

2012
20212022
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Gym, offices and classrooms
added to the school

Large gym, jr. high classrooms and
administrative offices constructed

Church of 1896 dedicated
as newly remodeled youth center

Main campus debt eliminated

Cross celebrates 140th ministry
year and ground breaking!

Individual
Household
& Group

PARTICIPATION
We believe the best way to mature as believers is when we learn from those
who are leading and encourage those who are growing. Gather together
as a household, use these for your private devotions, or work with a group
to seek and discover how God is leading you. Your spiritual growth and
relationship to God will increase dramatically when you do! Parents, include
your children; it will change their lives and yours.
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WEEKLY DEVOTION
Reflection Questions From Current Sermon Series
SEPT 12

Week 1

Created for a Purpose
 When have you been blessed to be a part of a purpose “bigger than yourself”?
 In what ways is it challenging to be a part of something “bigger than yourself”?
 How can you better align your life to God’s bigger purpose of sharing the
Good News with all people? (Think small and simple.)
“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” — 1 Peter 2:9

SEPT 19

Week 2

Blessed to be a Blessing
 Has God’s work for you ever felt like a burden? Be honest!
 God invites us into relationship just as we are and also challenges us to
grow in His grace. Do you feel more invitation or challenge today?
 How will you respond to God’s invitation to feel blessed or His challenge
to bless others this week?
"For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them." — Ephesians 2:10

SEPT 26

Week 3

Such a Time as Now!
  When have you done the “right thing” but it went poorly?
  How do you get the courage to do the right thing next time?
  Is God nudging you to respond to a need that is in front of you?
"And who knows whether you have not come
to the kingdom for such a time as this?” — Esther 4:14

OCT 3

Week 4

Return on Investment (We don’t always get to see it)
 Have you poured into someone or invested into something for a long time
before you saw results (children, diet, exercise, faith, work, relationships, etc.)?
 Jeremiah knew the people of God would return and so invested in
a worthless field. How do your actions, decisions or thoughts change
or differ from unbelievers because you know Jesus will return again?
"For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Houses and
fields and vineyards shall again be bought in this land." — Jeremiah 32:15
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NALS
FOR INDIVIDUAL HOUSEHOLDS & GROUPS

OCT 10

Week 5

Catch the Vision
 When you hear of a need, do you usually jump
in feet first to help or wait and test the water first?
 What scares you the most about attacking a Big,
Hairy, Audacious Goal (BHAG) together? What excites you?
 How important is faith when the goal isn’t bigger than
what we can do on our own? How about when the goal is bigger?
"And I told them of the hand of my God that had been upon me for good, and also
of the words that the king had spoken to me. And they said, 'Let us rise up and build.'
So they strengthened their hands for the good work." — Nehemiah 2:18

OCT 17

Week 6

God’s House Matters
 Have you ever taken care of someone else’s property
(house, pet, etc.?) How did it go?
 Do you see Cross as your property? God’s property? Other?
 How does understanding Cross is the House of God
change how we care for and invest in it?
"Go up to the hills and bring wood and build the house, that I may
take pleasure in it and that I may be glorified, says the Lord." — Haggai 1:8

O C T 24

Week 7

Rooted in Faith
 How does fear impact your willingness to help others?
 Does fear of failure ever prevent you from challenging yourself?
 What would be different in your life if you let God’s perfect love drive
out all of your fear?
"The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.
I came that they may have life and have it abundantly." — John 10:10

OCT 31

Week 8

Light of the World

COMMITMENT SUNDAY

 In what ways could God's light shine brighter through you?
 What is preventing your light from shining?
 Does your light shine because of what you do or who you are?
"In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see
your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven." — Matthew 6:16
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The

Key

INITIATIVES


1

Project
Completed
February
2021

IMMEDIATE NEEDS FOR SANCTUARY
Lighting and Painting: $80,000
Our sanctuary turned 30 years old in 2021!
We upgraded to an LED theatrical lighting
system and completed long overdue painting.
These upgrades will allow all of our worship
opportunities to effectively move out of the
gymnasium and into a more sacred environment.
The new lighting will improve our sanctuary
cantatas, school programs, Christmas services,
and special Children’s Ministry events. So far
we have received rave reviews both from people
attending worship in person and those tuning
in online.

Installation of modern lighting and fresh paint in our sanctuary.
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2 CHILDREN’S MINISTRY RENOVATIONS
Update and Modernize: $100,000
These funds will be used to finish out the
dedicated Children's Ministry space on the
second floor of the addition. This would be

available to each unique grade level. These
spaces will have furniture specially designed
to be adaptable for the unique needs of this
dynamic ministry.

the first dedicated (non-classroom) space for

A special large group space will provide a

children on Sunday in our history!

place for all the age groups to interact together.

Families will have a welcoming and secure
check-in environment for their young disciples.
Age appropriate breakout areas will be

This space will also be utilized for multi-generational gatherings which are so important for
the spiritual development of us all.

Dedicated
Children's
Ministry
check-in

Dedicated
large group
gathering
space
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3 NEW SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION
Phase 1: Cold Storage Space
First Floor Build-out: $3.9 Million

Science/STEM Lab: $150,000

This will include a 70-foot addition to the

Current plans call for expansion and the

west and the flooring for the second story of the

addition of larger science and technology

current cold storage. We will build out eight

resources to an existing classroom. This will

classrooms and two large learning commons on

not occur until funds are available.

the first floor. In addition, there will be a large

PHASE 1
AND
PHASE 2

motor space/dining area for our preschool.

School Entrance/
Welcome Lobby: $60,000

Kitchen/Cafeteria
Build-out: $200,000

The completed plans create renovated space

The space for the new kitchen and cafeteria will

security, a parents’ lounge, reception area, etc.

be on the first floor of the new school building

This section would not be completed until the

but will not be completed until funds are

designated funds are raised along with

secured. Until then we will continue to utilize

the STEM lab.

in our current west lobby for additional

the kitchen in the fellowship hall for lunches.

WILL BE
COMPLETED
TOGETHER

Preschool learning commons

Preschool large motor and lunchroom
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Take a narrated
video tour through
the campaign with
Pastor Erik

www.hiscross.org/faithful

4 NEW SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION
Phase 2: Second Floor
Second Floor: $1.5 Million
The new facility will feature many “Learning
Commons” areas. These Commons will have
a diversity of furniture and spaces to accommodate individual and group learning. Theses
spaces were the number one request of our
teachers who currently extend the classroom

The second story will provide eight additional
classrooms, dedicated Children’s Ministry
space, restroom facilities, a fine arts room,
and teacher resource space. We cannot delay
this addition. The current preschool numbers
indicate we will need this additional space
immediately!

environment into the halls, floors and any
spaces they can find.

Second story learning commons

Grand entrance to second story

Exterior image of preschool and main school entrance
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APPROVED CONCEPTUAL FLOOR PLANS

New School Construction: First Floor
83
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5 ADDITIONAL NEEDS
Vehicle Storage and
Maintenance: $90,000

available to use. Excessive and expensive main-

Our ministry has been blessed to be a blessing

and running. Newer technology allows better

with vehicles to transport the young and old!

sound, cheaper maintenance and a longer life

We perform much of the maintenance on the

expectancy. (That is pretty rare these days!)

tenance is needed to keep the old technology up

vehicles right here at Cross year-round. In an
effort to be good stewards of the life of these

Larger Events: $75,000

vehicles, to provide shelter for those who

Our school functions, special events and holiday

service them, and to move them away from

services demand space for larger crowds. With

their current location, we are looking to build
a vehicle barn that will also have storage for
ongoing ministry needs.

Updated Organ: $80,000
Our current organ is quickly nearing the end of
its serviceable life. Every week, our organists
are not certain which keys and ranks will be

Where
will God
lead us
to bless
next?!?

the gym no longer an option, we need to make
some long overdue updates to accommodate
these gatherings in the sanctuary. We plan to
make the musicians’ platform more permanent
and blend it in with the chancel area. We also
wish to make additional sound improvements
(including acoustical panels to reduce the harsh
echoes) and to improve the worship experience
in the overflow space.

Campaign Tithe
Cross is a tithing congregation. This means we give away 10% of our offerings to support
the work of the Church in the world. We will have approximately $600,000 to give away
and bless others from this campaign!

SO FAR WE HAVE VOTED :
Lutheran Indian Mission: $20,000
Construction/expansion of their “Haskill Light”

Caring Hands Thrift Shop: 5% of
the total raised as a mission donation
Our thrift shop is a blessing to the community.
It allows us to bless those in need and pray with

We will have
an additional

student center. This will better accommodate their

$240,000

Lutheran Church in Israel: $40,000

of storage in the current “cold storage” space at

to make an
impact for
Christ both
near and far!

The believers in Israel have been gathering without

Cross, plus there is an outdoor “tent city” in the

a pastor for many years. This gift was part of a

Caring Hands parking lot to receive and sort

three-year plan to launch a full-time Lutheran

donations. New space is needed for storage, sorting

pastoral ministry in Israel. It is still going in year four!

and retail. God continues to bless this ministry!

campus ministry to Native American students.

people who would never come “inside a church.”
Currently, Caring Hands has over 3,000 square feet

11

JOIN US ON

Commitment Sunday
OCTOBER 31
PROPOSED
CONSTRUCTION
TIMELINE
GROUND BREAKING:
Thrift Shop ................................................................................................................ Fall 2021
GROUND BREAKING:
Vehicle Storage & Maintenance ......................................................... Spring 2022
GROUND BREAKING:
School (Phase 1) & Children's Ministry .................... Spring/Summer 2022
PROPOSE SANCTUARY RENOVATIONS:
Presentation to Congregation .....................................................................Fall 2022
MOVE INTO NEW BUILDING SPACE:
School (Phase 1) & Children's Ministry ..................... Spring/Summer 2023

God has continued to bless the vision to
Walk with God, Grow in Faith and Love Our Neighbors.
God is doing something big, right NOW!
Let’s join Him on His mission and enjoy His blessings.
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INCOME
& DEBT
REPORT

We do not have debt on our main campus. It was paid off in 2012.
Our north campus property has a debt of $999.000.

TOTAL CHURCH INCOME



















Ministry Year
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Discerning
YOUR

FAITH
Commitment Gift
TOOLS TO HELP
How do you know what God wants you to give over the next two years?
Below are some helpful steps that many of our Cross family members have
used in prior campaigns to help guide their decisions.

6 Steps of Discernment

1

DON’T RUSH YOUR DECISION

2

PRAY EVERY DAY...

Give yourself time to listen and hear from God.

“Lord, show me how to give in a way that stretches and builds my faith and trust in you.
I want to be responsive to your leading so that you will be glorified and our community
will experience your blessing through our obedience.”
God is more interested in you trusting Him than in the amount you commit to give.

3

HAVE A FAMILY MEETING TO DISCUSS YOUR GIFT COMMITMENT
If you have children, no matter how young they are, involve them in the giving
discernment process. This is a great opportunity to teach them generosity and faith.
Read these Bible verses on giving and generosity, and make a list of what you learn:
  Psalm 24:1
 Matthew 6:19-21
 2 Corinthians 9:6-15

14

 Proverbs 3:9-10

 Proverbs 11:24-25

 1 Corinthians 16:1-2

 2 Corinthians 8:1-12

4

CONSIDER THESE GIVING OPTIONS
Give a cash gift
Cash gifts can include savings, tax refunds, stock dividends, garage sales, extra
part-time jobs, deferring a major purchase, etc.

Make a 24 month giving commitment
You can give far more when you give consistently and spread your giving out over time.

Set up automatic online giving
The easiest way to schedule giving is to set it up automatically at hiscross.org/give.
It is safe and secure (you may need to create a login).

Give property, stock, or other items of value
Give stock, real estate, bonds, cards, gold, etc. For assistance contact Pam Hahn,
phahn@hiscross.org or Pastor Erik, egauss@hiscross.org or 630-553-7335.

Make Cross Lutheran Church a beneficiary in your will or trust
For assistance contact Pam Hahn, phahn@hiscross.org or Pastor Erik,
egauss@hiscross.org or 630-553-7335.

5

BRING A FULL TITHE

6

DECIDE ON YOUR COMMITMENT & THEN PRAY...

The prophet Malachi says we ought to challenge God by putting our complete faith
in God’s promises. Financially this happens when we “bring forth a full tithe,” that is
10 percent of our household or individual income. Consider a full tithe for the next two
years. See if God doesn’t keep His promise to “open the windows of heaven for you and
pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need!" Malachi 3:10

“Heavenly Father, this is a big step for us. We are asking You to stretch, strengthen,
and deepen our faith in You through this commitment to be generous.
We realize that everything we have comes from You, so we make this commitment:
. . . to express our gratitude for all You have provided for us in the past
. . . to demonstrate our desire for You to be first in our lives right now
. . . to show our trust in You to provide for us in the future
. . . and to inspire and support our church family
Thank you for this opportunity to grow in trusting You.
We pray that You will bless each gift and giver as we trust and obey You.
In Jesus’ name, Amen!”
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I would love
to BE

INVOLVED,
BUT HOW?

Are you thinking, I would love to be involved, but I don’t know how? Here are
some creative suggestions to help you allocate or free up resources so you can be
a sacrificially significant part of Building on the Past, Faithful for the Future.

DISCERN

DO SOMETHING CREATIVE

Prayerfully consider all of the resources God has

Creative ways to make money —

entrusted to your care. The worksheet on page 17

Are you a student or young person currently

can help you estimate all your current assets and

without a job? Consider the gifts and skills God

income for the next two years. How is God moving

has given you to make some money to contribute.

you to better care for the resources He’s given you?

Maybe you could babysit, do yard work, rent out
computer help, perform cleaning projects, paint

DECREASE

homes, etc.

Are there things in your life you can take advantage

Other creative ideas to save money —

of less frequently? Maybe fewer Starbucks runs

Maybe it’s been a while since you got a quote on

or less dining out each week. What about a family

an existing service. Perhaps you could do some

game night instead of an expensive alternative?

comparison or bargain-shopping to save funds.

By decreasing a current regular expense, regard-

For children, it could be as easy as saving extra

less of what it might be, you can save a significant

change to give.

amount to give.

DELAY

DONATE ASSETS
In addition to supporting the campaign, an

Are there plans you might be making now that

asset gift may be a tax benefit for your family.

involve a financial commitment? For instance,

Appreciated stock, your IRA RMD, property,

remodeling the kitchen or going on vacation.

inheritance, life insurance and other taxable assets

If so, prayerfully ask God about delaying those

are able to be donated directly to Cross. Contact

plans and using the extra income to contribute.

us for help with the process; contact your financial
advisor for guidance on your specific situation.
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Gift Discernment WORKSHEET
ASSETS

INCOME

Stocks:_______________________________________________

Year 1: _______________________________________________

Bonds: _______________________________________________

Year 2: ______________________________________________

Property (home, cars, etc.): ___________________________

Total Estimated Income: _________________________

Other: ________________________________________________

x.10 (10%): _________________________

Total Estimated Assets: ___________________________

= Full Tithe: _________________________

THINGS I WILL DECREASE
EXAMPLE > STARBUCKS: $15 weekly = $1,560 over 2 years
CANCEL SUBSCRIPTIONS (Spotify, Disney+ etc): $30 monthly = $720 over 2 years
______________________________ (per week/month) x (104 weeks/24 months) = _____________________________
______________________________ (per week/month) x (104 weeks/24 months) = _____________________________
______________________________ (per week/month) x (104 weeks/24 months) = _____________________________

THINGS I WILL DELAY
EXAMPLE > NEW CAR: $250 monthly = $6,000 over 2 years
______________________________ (per week/month) x (104 weeks/24 months) = _____________________________
______________________________ (per week/month) x (104 weeks/24 months) = _____________________________
______________________________ (per week/month) x (104 weeks/24 months) = _____________________________

THINGS I WILL DO CREATIVELY
EXAMPLE > COMPARE CELL PHONE PLANS: $20 monthly = $480 over 2 years
______________________________ (per week/month) x (104 weeks/24 months) = _____________________________
______________________________ (per week/month) x (104 weeks/24 months) = _____________________________
______________________________ (per week/month) x (104 weeks/24 months) = _____________________________

AVAILABLE RESOURCES FOR MY TWO-YEAR GIFT PLAN $ _________________________
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Sacrificial

GIFTS

NEEDED TO RAISE

$6 million
Donors
Needed

Amount
Pledged

Weekly
Gift

Monthly
Gift

Category
Total

Cumulative
Amount

1

$500,000

$4,808

$20,833

$500,000

$500,000

4

$250,000

$2,404

$10,417

$1,000,000

$1,500,000

6

$150,000

$1,442

$6,250

$900,000

$2,400,000

8

$100,000

$962

$4,167

$800,000

$3,200,000

9

$75,000

$721

$3,125

$675,000

$3,875,000

10

$50,000

$481

$2,083

$500,000

$4,375,000

15

$35,000

$337

$1,458

$525,000

$4,900,000

15

$25,000

$240

$1,042

$375,000

$5,275,000

20

$15,000

$144

$625

$300,000

$5,575,000

30

$10,000

$96

$417

$300,000

$5,875,000

40

$4,800

$46

$200

$192,000

$6,067,000

50

$2,400

$23

$100

$120,000

$6,187,000

60

$1,200

$12

$50

$72,000

$6,259,000

MANY
268 +
TOTAL
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<$1,200

?

Total
%

38%

(2.4 M )

40%

(2.5M )

22%

(1.5M )

My Faithful PLEDGE
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Email: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I PLAN TO GIVE MY 2-YEAR FAITHFUL PLEDGE...
 Weekly x 104 weeks

 Monthly x 24 months

 Quarterly x 8 quarters

 Annually x 2 years

 Or, as follows: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TOTAL 2-YEAR PLEDGE: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
For asset gift donations contact: Pam Hahn, phahn@hiscross.org or
Pastor Erik, egauss@hiscross.org or 630-553-7335

3 WAYS TO RETURN YOUR FAITHFUL PLEDGE...
 Bring your pledge form to church on Sunday, October 31 for Commitment Sunday



 Submit your pledge online at:
https://hiscross.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/222/responses/new
 Mail to:
Cross Lutheran Church & School
8609 Route 47, Yorkville, IL 60560
Attention: Pam Hahn
A pledge is not a contractual obligation. It is a response of gratitude to your current understanding
of God’s leading and provision in your life. It can change. MAKE IT WITHOUT FEAR. MAKE IT BY FAITH.
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People I am praying for to encounter Jesus through this gift.

Thank you for your pledge to:

Building on the Past


FAITHFUL

for the

Future

KEY
DATES
CHURCH COMMITMENT WEEKEND

OCTOBER 31
START GIVING YOUR GIFTS

NOW!
Begin to give at:

www.hiscross.org/give

[ create a login to utilize bank account withdrawal access ]

Watch an informational video and take a narrated
tour through the campaign with Pastor Erik:
www.hiscross.org/faithful

Cross Lutheran Church & School 8609 Route 47 Yorkville, IL 60560

www.hiscross.org

